12.11.11
God Lives Again

John 20:11-18 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw
two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him.” 14
Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her,
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said
to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to me, for | have not yet ascended to
the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘Il am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”” 18
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her.

Big Idea: The resurrection of Jesus finalizes His rescue mission.
Key reasons why Jesus rose from the dead:

1) To conquer/end death - the outcome of sin

1 Corinthians 15:54-57 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to
pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory." 55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your
sting?" 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ.

2) To inherit the eternal throne as King of the Kings and Lord of the Universe

Hebrews 12:1-2 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and
perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the
right hand of the throne of God.

3) To justify sinners, declaring them righteous and innocent, having forgiven their sins

Romans 4:22-25 That is why his faith was "counted to him as righteousness." 23 But the words "it was counted to him" were
not written for his sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus
our Lord, 25 who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification.

4) To dwell with God'’s people by sending the Holy Spirit as our lawyer, helper, friend, and sealer

John 14:16-17 And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever,

17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he
dwells with you and will be in you.

5) To empower the church to make disciples of all nations and people groups

Mathew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go
therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all that | have commanded you. And behold, | am with you always, to the end of the age."

I. The Death/Resurrection of Jesus is the Most Important Happening in the Bible

1 Corinthians 15:1-11 Now | would remind you, brothers, of the gospel | preached to you, which you received, in which you
stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word | preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For |
delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4
that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas,
then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though
some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he
appeared also to me. 9 For | am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of
God. 10 But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder
than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. 11 Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and
so you believed.

- the Rescue Mission of Jesus eclipses the Exodus Rescue Mission from Egypt
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Il. The Death/Resurrection of Jesus is the Interpretive Key to the Bible

John 2:13-22 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple he found those who were
selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 15 And making a whip of cords, he drove them all
out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables.
16 And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take these things away; do not make my Father's house a house of trade.” 17 His
disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18 So the Jews said to him, “What sign do
you show us for doing these things?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” 20 The
Jews then said, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he was speaking
about the temple of his body. 22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this,
and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

See also Luke 24:13-35
- why Abraham could offer up Isaac
- why Jonah was swallowed by the fish

- why Ezekiel preached to dead bones

lll. The Resurrection of Jesus in Our Lives

Ephesians 1:15-23 For this reason, because | have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love [6] toward all the saints,
16 | do not cease to give thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers, 17 that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of him, 18 having the eyes of your hearts enlightened,
that you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19
and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to the working of his great might 20
that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far
above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the
one to come. 22 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23 which is his body,
the fullness of him who fills all in all.

Paul here prays for a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge in God in order that we may know what 3 things?
1) what is the hope to which he has called you

2) what are the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints

3) what is the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe

According to what does he want us to know these?

according to the working of his great might that he worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places (vs. 19-20)
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